.-8go, In 3962, which wes chronclogically the armiversary yaar, Iraen &eai&eﬁ .
. to postpone the celsbrations m thiz yoar,- " ;T
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HOTE 1O CORRESDONDENTS

The Government of Iren will present o the Tnited F¥allons tomerrow the
Teplics of a cla;r tablet inscrided with the "Biict of Cyrus”, ‘sn sncidnt -
declaration of human rights made by Tyrus the Great sfter the teXing cf Eabylmg '

The gift {11 be accgpted by the Sscrebery-Gumersl, ¥ Thand, on baheif T
of the Orgamization at & ceremony to be bheld st 2145 p.z. tomorrow, 1b Ocboder,
cutzide the Economic end Sccisl dotmeil Chamber at indted Nations Heedguariers.

The preseniation iz to ba made by Princess Ashrel Pshiavi, Chalrman of the
delegation of Irsn o the (emerel fAssewbly. FPrincess Ashraf wms the President
of the Internatiopal Conference on Human Rights, held in 1968 at Tehersn, und ves
2igo Chalrmen of the twanty-sizth cession of the Commission nn Hmsn Bights {1970).

The regiica of the "Blict of Oyrue” was mede by the British Museum frem '
the original wbich forme pert of the Mussus's enlileciion, It is.e white clay
tablet inscribed with cuneiform letters of the text of the "Bddlet™ in ancient:
Persisn,

¥Mourmted in a display case on & wooden base, designed by the Metropolitan
Musewsn of Art, Hew York, the replice ia displayed on the right-hand side of the
case, with English and French frensiations of the Biict on the left side,

-
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The emtire digplay is five feet six inches high, three feet wide and 13 inches
desp, -
The presendation of the gift coincides with the weekwjong eélehmtims
maxriing the 230tk soniverssyy of the fom&étion of the Persisn Eapdire by
Oyrus the Grest. The celebradions, which begen yesterdsy 4n Ivem, will Swlaif-
nate in p yerade in Persepolis at the tomb of Cyrus the Great om 15 Ovtober,
to be sttended by many heads of State snd Govermment.
Cyrus the Creat {circs 600 B,C. 0 529 B.C.} founded the Persian Euptre, '
which extendsd from tha f{el}.espont to the Indies at his death over 2500 yeurs

imm}
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| Cyrus the Urest overshrew Bubylon in 539 B.C, and pronounced the "Bafet”
' o protect the popliace of Badyion and other cities,
" ‘fhe Boglich treaslstion of the fext of the "Biiet", vhich is ‘considered
‘py Iran to be the first declaratfon of humen righte, resds as follows:
_ I am Oyrue, Kiog of the Warld, Greet King, wighty Xing, King of Bebylom,
| . ¥ing of the Four Quarters... : :
| m3, weliediaposed, entersd Babyion and anidst pibife jubilation, sat om
the royal throne... ' .
: "My mmercus troops book over Bebylon without moleststion. I allowed no
. omd to baress or terrorize the pecples of Sumer or Alkad.
) *I concerned Myeelf with the needs of the Baiwicniane and their sanctusries
to prowote their well=beaing.
T | "I fyond the oitizens of Babylon from the yoke of servitude, I restored
“r 7 tety atiepidated dweliinge apd redressed their grievances,
B "The citfes of Ashur and Sus, Agade and Ashouna...and 211 the holy olties
beyond the Tigris, whose sanctuaries lay in ruine for a long iime, I restored
an® their gode, I returned to their places; and ail the peorles of these lands
. T gathered in thefr own places and restored them to their dweliings,”

. - . h
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IRAN FRESENTS REPLICA OF ANCIENT EDICT TO UNITED NATTONS

N The Government of Iran presented the United Nelions with & yeplica of the
"Bdiot of Uyrus” in & cevemony held ab 2:45 Tais 083y in the corridor outside
the Heenonic and Scciel Council Chember, whers it will be displeyed, LT

| The Secretery-Genersl, U Thant, accepted the gift on behslif of the
Organization and mede a statement {see Fress Relesse BG/M/I553 and HR/263).
Princess Ashyaf Pehlavi, Chedrmen ¢f the delegstion of Iran t¢ the General
Assembly, presented the gift and spoke in reply. The President of the Genersl
Assenbly, Adam Malik, Joined them in the cevemony.
| The "Bdict of Oyrus®” 12 a declaration made by Cyrus the Great concerniug
the preservation of Maman rights in occuplied clties sfter his eapiure of Zabylon
ia 5% B.C. .

In bis stetenent, the Secreisry-feneral said that in creating the sncient
Fergisn Hwpire twenty-five hundred yesys ago, Cyrus displayed the wicdom of
respecting the civilizations and pecples whom he “unified™ under his sway. '
Since ihe fenergl AssSenbly was meiged with the guestion of respect for inman
righte in armed confliict, the sncisnt document oould not be more imely, he'
sdded.

Princess Ashraf said the hersiage of Uyzus wus the heritage of hm wder-
standing, tolerance, courage, compassion snd, sbove sll, humen lidexdy,

Cyrus the Grest {eires 600 B.C. %o 580 B.C,) was the founder of the Persien
Bupdre which, at his death, extended fyom the Bellsgpont %0 the Indles, The
celebration in Irvan of the 2500th snniverdayy of the foundation of the Poarsisn
fopire begen on 12 Qctober and will culminste on 15 October in & pavede in Persepeh‘.s
st the tad of Oyrus the Gresi.

Tos replics of the clay tablet on which the cunelform levtere of ‘the "Rdict" - {
are inscribed was made by the British Musewm from the original which is in ity Tk
scllection. The case in which it is mﬁpl.aye&m dwigm& bar the i&&mimli‘taa
Musesn of Ave, Wew Tork, and contains mglish shd m& tzanslations of 13119

ancient Persian text as well a8 me; mpl.tm itaelf, "
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STATEMENT DY, SBCRETARY-GENERAL, U THANT, AT PRESENFATION OF GIFT.
FROM_TRAN TO UNITED NATIONS, 1k OCTOBER

O behslf of the United Nations I bave the plessure mnd priviiege to
scoept this historie gift, It 43 & parsicuisr jpleasure to have its presentation
zade perecnally by your Imperial Highmness who has been s¢ long iovolved in
Human Bights activities of the United Mstions,

Ancther repiica of man's early adiempis to =9tablish pesce in the world
now graces this corrider, the scene of our preseni~day efforts tmania the
Bgne end.

In cresting the ancient ?ersﬁ.m empim twenty-five hundraﬁ yoars age,

Gyrus dispisyed the wisdom of respecting the civilizations and peoples whow

he "unified” under his sway., He conguered dlscrestly, sparing cepitais, lesders
and officisls, His clemency In victory and his understanding of the wishes of
the people under his mile were unpreesdented in the spusle of the anelent Nesy
Tast. '

AS can be deduced from the formsl text inscrived on this cley cylinder,
Oyrus presented himself to the Pabylonisns me & iiberator. He assumed their
threme peacefully, restored their temples end freed their subject popilations,
Wms sngendering goedwill and justice sll aroungd.

T™is proclamation refiects Cyrus! dssire to estabilsh peace in his vEaY )
sspive which he visely understood could best be sccompiished by sllowing its
yarist peopies to keep thedir own custome gnd beliefs,

Since the Gensrsl Assembly is currently ssized with the gussiioy of Respect
for Buman Bights in Avmed Conflict, thds mnctent document could not be more
timely., ' ’

Piease convey my sinceye sppreciation and thanks to Bie Imperial Msjesly
end the people of Iran.

# wRE %
m m Note &0 emwgoxﬁmw Ho, 309 ar 2.} Owbober 1971,

N et PR - 1




